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Evangelisch. Südaustralien. 
 Evangelische Gemeinde deutscher Sprache in Südaustralien 

Rundbrief 68/7, 5.7.2020 

Dear Evangelical German language 

congregation in South Australia!  

Three or four months of an enforced "Corona" break are behind us, 

and politics and economy — and many of us — are trying to find 

again the "normal" from the time before.  Some may say in retrospect 

that this was a lost lifetime — and this is especially true for those who 

have actually lost their jobs and life perspective.  Others may see this 

break as a time of contemplating their lives. 

But what actually is this — "time"?  Greek philosophy and the New 

Testament summarize it under the two terms "Chronos" and "Kairos" 

— perhaps something like the time of day and lifetime.  Anselm 

Grün, Benedictine priest at the Abbey of Münsterschwarzach 

(Lower Franconia, Germany) , wrote this  remarkable text on our 

subject (excerpt): 

 

T he Greeks knew two words for time.  And they 

assigned gods to both terms.  This shows that for 

them time was a divine secret, not just something purely 

external that could be measured with a clock.  

Cronus - the merciless father of time  

The word for the measurable time was "chronos".  

Chronos was identified with the god Cronus, "the merci-

less father of time".  Cronus was a son of Uranus and 

Gaia.  He freed his brothers and sisters from the 

body of the earth into which Uranus had rejected 

the newborn.  Thus Cronus became the leader of 

the Titans. 

With his sister Rhea, Cronus begat the Olympic 

gods.  But fearing a male heir, he devoured his 

children.  Rheia could save only the youngest 

child, Zeus.  When Zeus grew up, he forced his 

father to spit out his siblings.  With their help, Zeus 

overcame Cronus and from Mount Olympus ruled the 

destiny of mankind . 

If we interpret this myth, an essential aspect of time 

becomes visible:  time devours its children.  Time is 

afraid of its successor, afraid of the future.  It is shaped 

and driven by fear.  The old Greek myth sheds light on 

the fear of people, which can still be observed today, 

that they might loose time. 

And we can indeed observe again and again until today 

and in everyday life:  Nothing can flourish in a time that is 

measured by a "chronometer".  So it is not surprising that 

children are devoured.  What is not subject to time — 

and children cannot be pressed into the tight corset of 

our measurable time — must not blossom. … 

In the western world, Cronus is ruling more and more.  

His tyranny is probably a plague for most humans today.  

But Cronus’ rule does not result in time being used 

effectively.  It creates only pressure and fear, but not 

creativity.  Nothing new can grow.  Nothing that may 

remain can grow.  Everything goes on furiously. … 

Kairos — God of the right moment  

The other expression for time in Greek tradition is 

"kairos" — the right moment, the opportunity, the 

avantage, the right measure.  ... The Greek god of the 

right moment, Kairos, has wings ... on his feet or shoul-

ders.  He walks on tiptoe or stands on wheels and bal-

anc es a scale on a razor blade. 

Of interest is his head.  He 

has a mop of hair on his 

forehead. The back of his 

head is bald.  With this 

representation the 

Greeks showed: ... you 

have to seize the op-

portunity.  The moment 

is fleeting, as the smooth 

back of the head indicates.  

If the moment has hurried 

past, it cannot be caught again.  Therefore, you have to 

meet the Kairos from the front and grab it as soon as it 

appears. … 

(continued on page 2)  
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... time for every purpose  ... 

To everything – turn, turn, turn 

There is a season – turn, turn, turn 

And a time for every purpose  

under heaven 

A time to be born, a time to die 

A time to plant, a time to reap 

A time to kill, a time to heal 

A time to laugh, a time to weep 

A time to build up,  

a time to break down 

A time to dance, a time to mourn 

And a time to cast away stones 

A time to gather stones together 

A time of love, a time of hate 

A time of war, a time of peace 

And a time you may embrace 

A time to refrain from embracing 

A time to gain, a time to lose 

A time to rend, a time to sew 

A time to love, a time to hate 

A time for peace,  

I swear it's not too late! 

Pete Seeger (1950/1962) 

nach dem alttestamentlichen Bibeltext 

im Buch Kohelet (Prediger),  

Kapitel 3, Verse 1–8   

The time fulfilled — understanding the Bible  

In the New Testament, kairos is of great significance.  It is the decisive moment 

when God offers salvation to man.  But men have not recognized this time of 

grace (Luke 19:44).  The first word that Jesus speaks in the Gospel of Mark is: "The 

time (kairos) is fulfilled, the kingdom of God is near" (Mark 1:15). 

Time is always that moment when I meet God, when God wants to show me his 

closeness and grants me his grace and attention.  My role is to engage with this 

moment and to opt for God's healing and loving closeness, instead of running 

away from me and from God into a time that is simply running out.  According to 

this understanding, time fulfilled is the moment when time and eternity merge.  It 

is the time that is fulfilled by God. 

The mystics have reflected on the fullness of time, first and foremost Meister 

Eckhart (1260-1328), who writes that God himself came into time and thereby 

transformed it.  Through the incarnation of God, it has acquired a different 

quality.  Time is no longer a scarce commodity that man must make the most of, 

but the place where man becomes one with God. 

For the person completely embedded in the moment, time is fulfilled, filled by 

God;  this person becomes one with the self and with God, time stands still.  The 

Apostle Paul quotes the prophet Isaiah in his Second Letter to the Corinthians: "In 

the time of grace I hear you, in the day of salvation I help you!” (2 Corinthians 6:2; 

Isaiah 49:8). And then he claims: "Now is the time of grace, now is the day of 

salvation!” (dto.).  The  Greek wording actually says: "Now is the time most 

welcome (kairos euprosdektos)".  "dektos" is that which one can accept, which is 

pleasing, which is pleasant. 

For Paul this pleasant time is marked by divine pleasure and by the presence of 

God.  It is the longed-for time, the time that fulfils my longing for salvation and 

healing, for rescue and redemption.  The pleasant 

time has a good quality.  It is characterized by grace, 

love, healing, wholeness and fullness.   

For the Apostle Paul, this time is marked by the close-

ness of Jesus Christ with us.  Through him the time has 

come into its fullness.  All longing for a time of salva-

tion, for a time in which man will be healed and come 

to his true nature, is fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, we are now living in a time of grace and 

divine goodwill.  It is up to us to let God's good will be 

done to us, to be fully present in order to be able to 

meet the present God. Youtube-Video “Turn, Turn, Turn” — The Seekers 1967 mit Judith Durham   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VRg9NkIdjVs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VRg9NkIdjVs
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Live in peace with all people! 

Do not pay anyone back evil for evil, 

but focus your thoughts  

on what is right  

in the sight of all people.  

If possible, so far  

as it depends on you,  

live in peace with all people.  

Do not take revenge, dear friends,  

but leave room for God’s wrath.  

For it is written,  

“Vengeance belongs to me.  

I will pay them back,  

declares the Lord.” 

But  

“if your enemy is hungry, feed him.  

For if he is thirsty, give him a drink.  

If you do this, you will pile  

burning coals on his head.” 

Do not be conquered by evil,  

but conquer evil with good.  

Letter by the Apostle Paulus  

to his congregation in Rome,  

Romans 12,17-21 (ISV) 

4th Sunday after Trinitatis, 5 July 2020 
"We refuse to be enemies ..." (Romans 12:17-21)  
In his sermon on our Bible text today from the letter of the Apostle Paul to his congregation in Rome, 

the Augsburg pastor and photographer Nikolaus Hück recalls a visit to the West Bank.  There he 

saw this statement, carved into boulders in several languages: "We refuse to be enemies!".   

He continues writing: 

"This is a wonderful statement.  I read it for the first time 

in a West Bank village.  A vineyard, owned by a 

Palestinian family.  Actually a beautiful place on a hill 

with a great view over the wide country.  But life there is 

hard.  All around are Israeli settlements, which contest 

for every inch of the family's property.  Water is scarce, 

property access is denied time and again.  Wine has not 

been growing there for a long time. ...“ 

 

W elcome to the reality of our world.  With — literally — all its might it tries 

to do just that:  to sow hatred and strife among humans.  Divide their 

harmony — and then rule over their discord.  This is the motto of our world of 

self-interest and of these "powerful" people. 

It is also the political pattern of much of our world:  we control the resources of 

others for our own benefit.  By exploiting these others, we create enemies who 

envy our way of life — and against whom we must defend ourselves ... with even 

more weapons, even more exploitation, both externally and internally. 

I am a conscientious objector.  At the age of 17 I had to make a choice — one year 

military service, or one and a half years of alternative social service.  My father 

wanted to send me to the "school of life" — he, who with incredible "luck" barely 

escaped this life’s school:  In the first weeks of the war, a grenade hit the barn in 

Poland, where my father was holed up with his platoon as a radio operator.  At the 

age of 17 he lost a leg, had severe internal wounds, and was sent to a military 

hospital for the rest of the war;  for this reason only can I write this piece today! 

Are we incorrigibly naive — the prophet Micah: "Swords to ploughshares" (4,3); 

Jesus: "... then turn the other cheek to him" (Matthew 5,39); Martin Luther King:  

"I have a dream...! (Washington, 28.8.1963); I myself and so many hundreds of 

thousands of other conscientious objectors in Germany ... ?? 

"Guns do not kill" — says the gun lobby.  Right, it is we humans who kill, with or 

without weapons.  But with weapons it is more, much more!  Weapons deter — 

says the international arms industry.  Not really, wars still take place, and more 

and more. 

What remains is — death:  physically for the victims among humans and nature, 

psychologically in the souls of the surviving perpetrators.  The judgment of our 

God, the creator of heaven and earth, nature and humankind, is not to be ours:  

We live to further this creation, not to destroy it.  This includes everything that 

creates and preserves life.  To "repay" evil with good, to be friends and not 

enemies, all this creates the Shalom, the peace of God. 

Gerhard Ruediger 
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5th Sunday after Trinitatis, 12 July 2020 
"Catching people" (Luke 5:1-11)  

S olomon Raj died on 28 December 

2019, aged 98.  I was a young man 

working with the Evangelical Church in 

Frankfurt when I got to know Salomon 

first during an official delegation to our 

twin city Birmingham.  The Indian 

theologian and artist studied and taught 

there.  I met him again at a conference 

in 1999. 

Solomon left a deep impression on me, 

and I am sorry that I was never able to 

visit him in his ashram in India.  He was a 

man of many talents, but above all to 

make his faith visible to his world of 

India in its colours and forms. 

The pastor spoke to his congregation mainly through pictures, like this batik print 

about our sermon text.  It shows the simple people from his country, in the stories 

of the Bible.  Recognizable for the poorest, the Dalit in southern India.  In his 

biblical paintings, Solomon Raj picks up their language of story telling and symbols, 

embedding them in the context of their lives. — 

They are to become "fishermen of men", Jesus’ first disciples.  Simple people from 

the banks of the Sea of Galilee, they follow Jesus of Nazareth, a carpenter.  No 

episcopal office is promised them by Jesus, but equipped with sandals, stick and 

bundle, they are to pass on the message of Jesus: healing and peace. 

Fishermen who will be catching humans, they become disciples, apostles, prea-

chers and missionaries.  They go out into the world known at that time.  Like 

Solomon Raj and many others, they went where people were asking and searching 

for their future.  Their places were not the grand cathedrals, but gatherings at the 

edge of a market square, in private homes, or in catacomb churches. 

Who are we today?  Here in South Australia, we are perhaps something like a small 

pilgrim congregation:  on its way to an uncertain future as a fellowship of people 

linked by a common language.  Not yet really here, but 

not any longer there either.  Here in Australia our con-

text is that of a materialistic society that deliberately 

partitions off faith in all its forms.  Politically this may 

make sense — but is it enough to be just a consumer? 

Discipleship today can take just as many forms as it did 

in the time of Jesus:  healing, peace making, teaching, 

as admonisher and prophet, as forgiving.  This was the 

Son of God, Jesus, as we confess him.  Solomon Raj was 

such an admonisher, prophet, and reconciler.  He was a 

simple man, an artist of colour and form.  That was his 

language. 

Gerhard Ruediger 

Catching people 

One day, as the crowd was pressing 

in on him to listen to God’s word, 

Jesus was standing by the lake of 

Gennesaret.  

He saw two boats lying on the shore, 

but the fishermen had stepped out of 

them and were washing their nets.  

So Jesus got into one of the boats 

(the one that belonged to Simon) and 

asked him to push out  

a little from the shore.  

Then he sat down and  

began to teach  

the crowds from the boat. 

4 When he had finished speaking,  

he told Simon,  

“Push out into deep water,  

and lower your nets for a catch.” 

5 Simon answered, “Master, we have 

worked hard all night and caught 

nothing. But if you say so, I’ll lower 

the nets.”  

After the men[c] had done this, they 

caught so many fish that the nets 

began to tear.  So they signaled to 

their partners in the other boat to 

come and help them.  

They came and filled both boats  

until the boats began to sink.  

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell 

down at Jesus’ knees and said, 

“Leave me, Lord! I am a sinful man!” 

— because Simon and all the people 

who were with him were amazed at 

the number of fish they had caught, 

and so were James and John, 

Zebedee’s sons and Simon’s friends. 

Then Jesus told Simon,  

“Stop being afraid.  

From now on you will be  

catching people.”  

So when they brought the boats to 

shore, they left everything and 

followed Jesus.  

Luke 5,1-11 (ISV) 

Rundbrief 68/7, 5.7.2020 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+5%2C1-11&version=ISV#fen-ISV-25114c
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After Corona... where next?  

The keystone of our first edition of "Evangelisch. South Australia." – 

close to an eternity ago, but published for Easter in April 2020 — was 

a brief reflection on "Social Distancing" and "Flattening the Curve", as 

it was called then.  For the time being, we seem to have gotten 

through it — but where will we go from here??  

H ere in South Australia, the COVID 19 pandemic 

seems to disappear with the winter solstice.  The 

sun is shining, nature is reviving, and new greenery is 

growing on flowers and trees.  The world as we knew it 

pre-"Corona" has not vanished.  At least not for us, here 

in "lucky (South) Australia". 

Adelaide seems far away from the rest of the world.  For 

many of the early colonists, and well into 

the last century, the "tyranny of distance" 

was rather traumatic:  leaving home and 

then leaving Europe was for most people 

for their lifetime.  These days — in the 

months of the Corona pandemic — many 

are glad to be so "far away" from the rest 

of the world. 

But are we really? 

A good hundred years after the so-called 

"Spanish flu" (which originated in Kansas, 

USA), an invisible virus is bringing most of 

Western civilization to a standstill.  As if 

there had been a power failure.  But it has 

not:  our life goes on, at least outwardly over here. 

For health reasons, shutting off the various regions and 

countries and the individual "social distancing" were 

probably the only logical option.  In reality, however, 

Western governments were desperately trying to avoid 

the collapse that is a calculated and inherent part of the 

neoliberal economic system of the past decades: 

profitable efficiency for all economic activity. 

The catastrophic bush fires at the turn of the year 

already showed us, there are no alternative way-out 

options, no more reserves.  Nature responds globally. 

As Christians in this society we have made ourselves 

comfortably at home in this world.  In an online discus-

sion on the subject, one lady said: "I am grateful to 

capitalism for my lifestyle! 

Food for Thought and Sharing …  

In fact, faith and religion are no longer considered "essen-

tial" in this world.  Politics and economy, but also the 

churches try to return to pre- Corona times.  All those 

many people affected directly or indirectly by Covid-19 

know this is no longer possible:  relatives and friends are 

ill, deceased, unemployed and their companies closed.  

Fundamental problems of our world are ignored. 

Some voices argue that the Corona virus is like the 

plague, an evil sent by God himself, punishment for our 

sins.  Natural scientists counter that the possible tran-

sition of the virus from animal to human simply came 

about because we humans rob nature of its habitat. 

Martin Luther lost a daughter 

during the plague of 1527 in 

Wittenberg.  Nevertheless, he 

called upon the strong to take 

care of the weak.  As God's 

servants, the task of officials 

and authorities was to ensure 

the well-being of the people, 

and peace.  To face the crisis, 

to care for those affected — 

that is the role of the strong.  

Running away — to flee the 

threat of death — was no 

option for Luther. 

If not the churches in the light of Jesus’ ethics — love of 

neighbour (Matthew 22:39) — who else can help to 

develop the model of a caring society anew?  Like the 

plague of 1529, the Corona pandemic today exposes the 

insufficiency and powerlessness of humankind against 

nature.  To care for only your own advantage — in 

today's language: profit — will face revenge in the next 

crisis, in which you will lose all and everything (so Luther 

in a sermon on Luke 10:23ff). 

Going back to the time before the Corona pandemic will 

not be possible anymore.  We will have to find new forms 

of living together, trading with each other, caring for each 

other and making peace with each other - the shalom of 

God. 

Gerhard Ruediger 
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"Who was that ...?"  

Time and again faces show up in our three Evangelical German 

language congregations, which are new to us.  In this series we will 

introduce some of them in the coming issues of our newsletter. 

Theo Prucha has been participating in our services for some time now 

and has began visiting parishioners.  As a "Berlin snout" he always has 

a smile on his face and in his speech.  He writes about himself: 

"Born in 1947, I grew up in West Berlin 

as a child of the Cold War during the 

time when the Berlin Wall was built.  

There I trained as an ‘a la carte chef’   

(restaurant chef).  In 1971 I married my 

wife Ursula and in the same year we 

migrated to Australia.   

In 1979 I graduated as a primary school 

teacher and we lived and worked in 

Hobart, Melbourne, Dunedin NZ, and 

since then in Adelaide.  We have two 

married sons and six grandchildren.   

After a long life as a German and primary school teacher, I retired in 

2016 when my wife needed more care.  We moved to Hahndorf in the 

Adelaide Hills, but unfortunately Ursula died there in July 2018. 

In my spare time I play music in two bands in Adelaide and paint and 

photograph.  To this day I still enjoy cooking for family and friends — 

all menu wishes are taken into account!  And house, garden and two 

shy cats keep me on my feet. 

Still healthy and fit, I like to make jokes and can laugh about myself.  I 

am happy to meet people from other countries and cultures and like to 

show them our beautiful land.  As a committed Christian (Lutheran) I 

am currently studying theology at the Australian Lutheran College in 

Adelaide, the seminary of the Lutheran Church of Australia.  I aim for 

the ordination as a pastor in the LCA to actively support the 

Evangelical German-language congregations here in the future.” 

Worship Services in (post-?)Corona times 

 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month, 11:00 am   

Lutheran church service (Rev. Mark Worthing)  

Immanuel Lutheran Church North Adelaide   

139 Archer St, North Adelaide SA 5006,  

I <immanuelnorthadelaide.org.au>, P 8267 3283 

 2nd Sunday of the month, 11:30 am  

for families and German speakers in the southern  

suburbs of Adelaide (Lay preacher Gerhard Rüdiger)  

Calvary Lutheran Church Morphett Vale 

5 Windsong Court, Morphett Vale SA 5162,  

I <calvarylutheranmv.org.au>, P 8223 6662 

 4th Sunday of the month, 11:00 am,  

for German speakers in the Barossa Valley  

and surrounds (Lay preacher Gerhard Rüdiger)  

Tabor Lutheran Church Tanunda (Barossa Valley) 

77 Murray St, Tanunda SA 5352,  

I <bethanytabor.org>, P 8563 2089  

 "Online" worship services "live" in German: 

German Evangelical Lutheran Church Sydney  

with Pastor Christian Hohl, streamed via Internet.   

Details here <kirche-sydney.org.au> & via Email. 

 "Virtual" divine worship services in the German language 

as Youtube videos: 

— German Lutheran Trinity Church Melbourne-East  

with Pastor Christoph Dielmann, see church Website  

and own YouTube channel. 

— German language congregation at St John's Lutheran 

Church Perth, WA with the German theologian Maria Rudolph 

via their own YouTube channel. 

— Virtual worship services of St John's Lutheran Church 

Springvale VIC (Melbourne, Website) with Pastor Peter Demuth 

on their own YouTube channel.  

http://www.vivat.de/media/pdf/142792/142792.pdf
http://www.vivat.de/media/pdf/142792/142792.pdf
https://hoffnungsorte-hamburg.de/2019/04/02/wichernbrief-no-31-03-2019/
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turn!_Turn!_Turn!_(To_Everything_There_Is_a_Season)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VRg9NkIdjVs
https://www.nikolaushueck.de/Predigten/wir-weigern-uns-feinde-zu-sein-predigt-zu-roemer-12-17-21
http://www.solomon-raj.com
https://www.nimm-lies.de/zur-pestzeit-kannst-du-vor-furcht-nichts-beginnen/13832
https://www.glaubensstimme.de/doku.php?id=autoren:l:luther:o:ob_man_vor_dem_sterben_fliehen_moege
https://blackwoodphotoclub.org/2013/11/27/what-happened-at-our-30th-anniversary-high-tea/theo-prucha/
mailto:egds-suedaustralien@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Evangelisch.Suedaustralien/
file:///D:/Transfer/Texte/THEOLOGI/lca_au/GermanCongregationSA/GLCA/PR/EvangelischerBote/2020_68-06/kirche-sydney.org.au/virtuelle-deutschsprachige-gottesdienste-in-sydney/
file:///D:/Transfer/Texte/THEOLOGI/lca_au/GermanCongregationSA/GLCA/PR/EvangelischerBote/2020_68-06/kirche.org.au/predigten
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcWnr1dBRU7IXGNWhqOZBkg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4n95UPZ46uSi4V8YfsDHoQ
https://www.stjohnsgerman.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQgmtNcXP2HcNmS4SH7aeCA/featured

