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Evangelisch. Südaustralien. 
 Evangelische Gemeinde deutscher Sprache in Südaustralien 

Rundbrief 68/5, 7.6.2020 

Dear evangelical German language  
congregation in South Australia 

 

The "capstone" of issue #3 of our newsletter was a reference to the song "The Blessing" 

by the two Christian songwriters and singers Kari Jobe and Cody Carnes. 

Originating at a charismatic church in the USA, many choirs and church groups around 

the world have taken up this song, e.g. in Great Britain ("The UK Blessing") — but also in 

Germany, South Africa, "global", with the songwriters "at home", in Hebrew or by the two 

girls Danna and Daniela Garcia from Latin America, Zimbabwe, and many more.  (All 

links to Youtube!).   

Some of you may not like the original version, which was premiered at a worship service 

on March 1, 2020 at Elevation Church in Ballantyne, North Carolina after only a short 

composition period:  Too bombastic, loud, enthusiastic.   

That's what I thought at first, and I do like better some of the more recent performances 

(Youtube) by other groups (also by the two song writers "at home").  What fascinated 

me, however, was how a simple song quoting exclusively bible texts (see right column) 

can have such an effect in so few weeks in the Corona Age.   

 

W hen the blessing is given in church on Sunday, the worship service is 

over.  For many of us it is one of the most important moments of the 

celebration — before we leave, we place ourselves under these words that 

accompany and guide us into the week.   

God gave this ancient blessing to Moses in the Sinai desert.  Even if priests like 

Aaron, the brother of Moses, and his descendants speak these words to the 

people of Israel, God is the giver of the blessing.  And so everyone can ask for 

God's blessing.  However, our prayer that God may turn to us brings at the same 

time an obligation: The "peace" for which we call upon God places us in the 

responsibility for the well-being of all life in and around us — the שָׁלֹול ל ל shalom 

of God.   

The "Blessing" song by Kari Jobe and Cody Carnes affirms this 

prayer and the obligation with a musically impressive Amen.  Yes, 

so be it, the choirs sing.  And they linked our Yes today with the 

affirmative Yes of thousands of generations after us — our chil-

dren and children's children.  We do this in the trust of Moses, 

whom God promises that he will be with him on the way of his 

people out of Egypt.   

Thus, this song of blessing preserves the certainty of the faithful 

that God is for us and nothing can separate us from Him, as Paul 

wrote to his congregation in Rome.    

Continued page 3 

English Edition — Edited Machine Translation, not for distribution! 

The Blessing 

The Lord bless you And keep you  

Make His face shine upon you  

And be gracious to you  

The Lord turn His Face toward you  

And give you peace  

(Numeri 6,24-27) 

We receive, we agree 

A-men, A-men, A-men 

May His favor be upon you  

And a thousand generations  

And your family And your children  

And their children And their children 

(Exodus 20,6) 

May His presence go before you  

And behind you And beside you  

All around you And within you  

He is with you He is with you  

(Exodus 33,14) 

In the morning In the evening  

(Psalm 55,17) 

In your coming And your going  

(Psalm 121,8) 

In your weeping And rejoicing  

(Psalm 30,5) 

He is for you He is for you  

He is for you 

(Romans 8:31)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=410bOWzW0O8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8EPcd0B5SNs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9EK8dAXl6I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZJFHh93FGc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAWAmlA1wVI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xm-PKOFwEOU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OA1tVs7VNcY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zp6aygmvzM4
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=the+blessing+kari+jobe
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The Blessing (Continued) 

And then a comparison struck me:  In her performance that 

Sunday morning, the singer Kari Jobe looked like Mary 

Magdalene (!) in Mel Gibson's feature film, The Passion of the 

Christ (2004).  I know there are worlds between the two faces 

— and yet, their stories are closely interwoven.  I would like to 

reflect about this a bit more.   

 

M el Gibson's film 

was and is highly 

controversial — in the full 

brutality of the Roman 

occupation of Israel it 

shows the last 12 hours of 

Jesus until his death on 

the cross.  I had to watch 

the film four times with 

female students of reli-

gious education classes in Pforzheim, SW Germany in 

early 2005.  It is not easy!   

In the drama, the mother of Jesus, Mary, and Mary of 

Magdala play an essential role.  The previous page 2 

copies some still photos from the film, presenting Mary 

of Magdala also with long dark and open hair.   

 

You do not need to see the film itself — the faces of the 

two Marias speak for themselves.  And — they are 

eternally far away from the premiere of "The Blessing" in 

this Mega Church in the USA.   

And, surely, Kari Jobe is not aware of this parallel.  Her 

world is the other — not of the death of Jesus, but the 

living one who walks with me, the God "around us, in us, 

with us, for us".   

The song could have ended with a renewed "Amen" — 

the confirmation of the blessing by the congregation to 

the choir and from them to the listeners.  But the service 

was probably not yet over on this Sunday Invocavit ("He 

calls me, therefore I will hear him!" Psalm 91:15). 

Amen — that is the impressive centrepiece of this song.  

Not only people in the audience were deeply moved by 

this ancient Hebrew word — I was too:  We affirm what 

we ask God for and what we receive as a gift.   

God is with us, for us, around us, in us!  This is the climax 

of the song.  "God with us" — the Biblical Hebrew word 

"Immanuel" with which Isaiah announces the birth of the 

child (7:14).  We recall it at 

Christmas, the birth of Jesus.   

At the same time "Immanuel" was 

the battle cry from the Roman 

Empire to the Prussian royal house 

into the 1700s — and embossed on 

the belt buckles of German soldiers 

in two world wars. 

As I said — I am sure the song 

writers were not aware of this context.  But all the more 

the real life world of the people invoking this blessing 

belongs to this song.   

The film "The Passion of the Christ" may have over-

dramatised this world.  But certainly there were no 

glittering spotlights, no "I" and no “my descendants in a 

thousand generations”.  No, the origin of this blessing 

itself places these people in the drama of their survival in 

the desert, fleeing their enemy / imploring God [in 

German:  “fliehen / flehen”], of refuge, and of the superiority 

of the enemies of life. 

Mary Magdalene (played by Monica Bellucci) knows this.  

It is her life, with all the ups and downs she experiences 

as a young woman on her trails with Jesus.  In Israel at 

the time of the Roman occupation — as in the times of 

Moses, and so today — there was and is little chance of 

survival for those who commit themselves to the Shalom 

of God.  In this desperation — the doubts to go further 

or to give up — God says to Moses: "Lay these my words 

on the Israelites and I will bless them!” (Numbers 6:27). 

Perhaps this is why this song of blessing has such a 

strong impact today, in the age of "Corona" and political 

upheavals! 
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The Blessing 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 

“Speak to Aaron and his sons, 

saying, Thus you shall bless the 

people of Israel:  

you shall say to them, 

The Lord bless you  

and keep you; 

the Lord make his face  

to shine upon you  

and be gracious to you; 

the Lord lift up  

his face upon you  

and give you peace. 

So shall they put my name  

upon the people of Israel,  

and I will bless them.” 

Numbers 6,22-27 

Trinity Sunday, 7 June 2020  —   
"The Lord bless you and keep you..."  

Ancient words, probably first spoken in the Sinai desert thousands of years ago, and still 

part of our worship services today — Aaron’s Blessing from Numbers 4:22-27, and — by 

coincidence — the sermon text for this Sunday in Germany:   

ְב ְִבי ב ְבְ בְכ ב ְבבב ְׁב ִר ְב ְהבבביְב ָרבְכבְָ֥ב   יְב

   jewarechecha Adonai vejischmerecha 
ִ  ביב  בְ   ב רב בבב ְבבב ִבבב ֵ֨בְךְׁביב ְבובבבלרביר ביב נב ִר ְב ירב ֵ֨רבכבבביְב  

    ja'er Adonai panaw eleicha wichuneka 

ְְׁבבב רבך ב ב ב ב הב בבבךְב ְִבירב ֵ֨ ְבבב ָבבב ֵ֨בְךָ֖ביב ְבובבבלרבירביבִ נב ִר ְב י ב ררב בבביְב  

    jissa Adonai panaw eleicha wejasem lecha schalom 

[Hebrew text to be read from right to left, phonetic transcription from left to right.  In reverence for God, Jewish 

tradition replaces the proper name of God ( ְי יוה   [.JHWH, Jahwe) with the honorary title "Adonai", Lord הָ֖

 

T his is the most important point about the blessing:  It is given to you and me, 

heard, and affirmed trusting the reality of God.  Since the times of Moses until 

today, others (priests, pastors, but also each and every believer) place the blessing 

upon me, our congregation, this country.  This blessing of God is firstly for the 

ancient people of Israel — on the run, in the desert, and full of doubt.  In Jesus 

Christ, the man from this people of Israel, we know that we today are included in 

this blessing.   

The blessing takes us back to the Bible’s creation story — as man and woman, 

God created them in His image, and he blessed them!  Also at the end of our 

life there will be a benediction blessing.  Apart from Jewish prayer, this blessing 

found its way into Christian worship liturgy only through Martin Luther.   

The blessing consists of three verses with two half-sentences each.  The first 

half-sentence describes what God does — the second looks at us, at the effect:  

protected, perhaps in danger;  confessing and forgiving guilt — grace;  and 

peace — as an expression of the fellowship of life.   

Blessing creates a relationship between God as the blessing One, and us, the 

blessed — and me and you in the community of shalom with each other (Greek: 

koinonia, house).  In the context of this Trinity Sunday, the blessing can be heard as 

the three personalities of God:  1 — receiving and keeping:  God as Creator and 

"Father"; 2 — the "shining face" and grace:  Jesus Christ as the "Son" of God;  and 3 

— the power of God working shalom and righteous peace:  the "Holy Spirit" — or 

better: the "ruach elohim", the Spirit of God, who creates and keeps life as His 

breath and Spirit.  [The Hebrew noun “ruach” Spirit is of female gender, which can be better 

represented in German due to the male and female definite articles.] 

To be blessed is like being gently lifted up from hard grounds.  For God walked with 

His people their rugged trails through the desert.  He Himself was there and 

suffered with His son Jesus Christ on the cross.  He is also here now with us and 

embraces us in these Words of His presence.  We can count on him firmly, today 

and tomorrow, and in the most difficult hour.  For so that we can bear them again, 

God also embraces this world, his so beautiful and so oppressed world, with this 

blessing. 
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Everyting in common 

Now the full number of those who 

believed were of one heart and 

soul, and no one said that any of 

the things that belonged to him 

was his own, but they had 

everything in common.  

And with great power the apostles 

were giving their testimony to 

the resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus, and great grace was upon 

them all.  

There was not a needy person 

among them, for as many as 

were owners of lands or houses 

sold them and brought the 

proceeds of what was sold 3and 

laid it at the apostles' feet, and it 

was distributed to each as any had 

need.  

Thus Joseph, who was also called 

by the apostles Barnabas (which 

means son of encouragement), 

Levite, a native of Cyprus, sold a 

field that belonged to him and 

brought the money and laid it at 

the apostles' feet.  

(.Acts 4,32-37) 

1st Sunday after Trinity, 14 June 2020 
"...one heart and soul ... everything in common ..."    

For many Western Christians, especially those of North American influence, this Sunday’s 

sermon text from Acts 4:31-37 is difficult — "socialism" screams from every line, the 

archenemy of Christianity.  Or, is it?   

Here and today we will hear what one of the 

very few non-biblical contemporary witnesses 

of this era of the first Christian congregations, 

Justin the Martyr, has to say.  Born around 100 

A.D., probably in Flavia Neapolis, today Nablus 

in Palestine, he found his violent death in 

Rome at 165 nC for the sake of his faith.   

Justinus taught as a Christian philosopher in 

Asia Minor.  Preacher and missionary, he 

became one of the first great theologians who, 

with their writings, presented the correctness of 

Christian doctrine against doubters and 

opponents of Christianity. 

He has this to say in his First Apology:  

 

A nd on the day called Sunday, all who live in cities or in the country gather 

together to one place, and the memoirs of the apostles or the writings of 

the prophets are read, as long as time permits;  then, when the reader has 

ceased, the president verbally instructs, and exhorts to the imitation of these 

good things.  

Then we all rise together and pray, and, as we before said, when our prayer is 

ended, bread and wine and water are brought, and the president in like 

manner offers prayers and thanksgivings, according to his ability, and the 

people assent, saying Amen;  and there is a distribution to each, and a 

participation of that over which thanks have been given, and to those who are 

absent a portion is sent by the deacons.  

And they who are well to do, and willing, give what each thinks fit;  and what 

is collected is deposited with the president, who succours the orphans and 

widows and those who, through sickness or any other cause, are in want, and 

those who are in bonds and the strangers sojourning among us, and in a word 

takes care of all who are in need.  

But Sunday is the day on which we all hold our common assembly, because it 

is the first day on which God, having wrought a change in the darkness and 

matter, made the world; and Jesus Christ our Saviour on the same day rose 

from the dead.  

Justin the Martyr (ca 100 – ca 165 nC), First Apology Ch. 67 
<http://earlychristianwritings.com/text/justinmartyr-firstapology.html> 
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Sources 

Page 1 — English lyrics and bible references The Blessing:  User comment on “Life from Home” Youtube page.  Image:  Bild– und Bibelverlag Crottendorf.  

Page 2 — Screenshots from the movie by Mel Gibson, “The Passion of the Christ” (2004).  Page 3 — Top image:  Screenshot of Cody Carnes and Kari Jobe 

from their Youtube-Video “The Blessing”, Sunday 1.3.2020, Elevation Church Campus in Ballantyne.  Image bottom:  Mary Magdalene (Monica Bellucci) in the 

movie The Passion of the Christ.  Page 4 — Text:  Gerhard Rüdiger with ideas from sermons by the Revs Andreas Schwarz (Trinity Sunday, no date) and 

Reinhard Brandt (26.5.2013).  Image:  Thaler with benediction: Goldsmith Claudia Mohr, Mannheim <herrlichkeiten.com>.  Seite 5 — Text:  Justin the Martyr, 

First Apology, Chaper67 (Early Christian Writings). Image:  Justin the Martyr. Saint Justin dans André Thevet, Les Vrais Pourtraits et Vies Hommes Illustres, 

1584;  Wikipedia.  —  Thanks to the Website editors <dustoffthebible. com> for their reference to this source and other quotes from early church fathers relating 

to our sermon text, here (English).  

This and That ... 

Impressum  
“Evangelisch. Südaustralien.” Nr 68/5 (7.6.2020) herausgegeben von der Initiative Evangelische Gemeinde deutscher Sprache in Südaustralien.  

Verantwortlich: Gerhard Rüdiger.  Kontakt:  c/o Immanuel Lutheran Church, 139 Archer St, North Adelaide SA5006, Australia.   

Phone:  +61 466 319 037;  Email:  <egds-suedaustralien@gmail.com>;  Facebook:  <facebook.com/Evangelisch.Suedaustralien>. 

Worship services in Corona times  

 Our newsletter "Evangelisch. Südaustralien.": 

every two weeks with reflections on the Sunday sermon 

texts and other information.     

 On Sunday, June 7, 2020, 11:00 am,  

worship services again on site in German  

and with Holy Communion, at Immanuel Lutheran 

Church North Adelaide, with Reverend Mark Worthing.   

(then bi-weekly, following service Sunday 21.6.2020)  

 For the two worship congregations in Tanunda and 

Morphett Vale, I suggest starting from July 2020.   

 "Online" worship services "live" in German language:  

The German Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sydney is 

organizing virtual services with Pastor Christian Hohl.   

More details here <kirche-sydney.org.au> & via email.  

 "Online" worship services as YouTube video  

in the German language:  

— The German Lutheran Trinity Church Melbourne-

East publishes services with Pastor Christoph Dielmann.  

Info via the congregation website <kirche.org. au/predigten> and 

its own Youtube channel.  

— The Evangelical German language congregation at 

St John's Lutheran Church Perth, WA now also 

publishes services with the German theologian Maria 

Rudolph on its own Youtube channel. 

— Virtual worship services for the Evangelical German 

Congregation Springvale VIC (Melbourne, Website) with 

Pastor Peter Demuth are published as well on their 

dedicated Youtube Channel, plus videos and podcasts on 

other topics.   

National Reconciliation Week 2020 

As I write this newsletter over the 

Pentecost weekend, Australia is 

holding the National Reconciliation 

Week 2020 (infos national, South 

Australia).   

To mark the occasion, the Adelaide City Council has published 

a video with representatives of the local Kaurna Aborigines in 

Greater Adelaide speaking out.  I invite you to watch this video 

and listen to these voices (video with password [wtt2020], 

without brackets!). 

The Metro-Adelaide area, where we celebrate our worship 

services, belongs to the Aborigines of the Kaurna Nation (info) 

— between Gulf St. Vincent and the Mount Lofty Ranges, and 

Cristal Brooks in the north and Cape Jervis in the south.  As 

indicated previously, their ancestors accepted young missio-

naries from Germany in their midst in the 1840s, among them 

the Revs Clamor W. Schürmann and Christian G. Teichel-

mann.  From the end of 1838, these two not only held the first 

Evangelical Lutheran worship services in German in South 

Australia, they also learned the languages of the Aborigines.   

Their records at that time enable today the revival of the 

languages of the Kaurna and other Aboriginal nations, as well 

as rebuilding their community and culture, today. (More later.)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZJFHh93FGc
https://www.bild-und-bibel-verlag.de/inhalt-0060/schalom-gruss-schalom.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zp6aygmvzM4
http://www.herrlichkeiten.com/glanzstuecke/verstaler/1-9/065-der-herr-segne-dich-aaronitischer-segen/
http://earlychristianwritings.com/text/%20justinmartyr-firstapology.html
http://dustoffthebible.com
http://dustoffthebible.com/Blog-archive/2018/04/10/acts-devotional-commentary-acts-432-37-they-had-everything-in-common/
mailto:egds-suedaustralien@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Evangelisch.Suedaustralien/
kirche-sydney.org.au/virtuelle-deutschsprachige-gottesdienste-in-sydney/
https://www.kirche.org.au/predigten/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcWnr1dBRU7IXGNWhqOZBkg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4n95UPZ46uSi4V8YfsDHoQ
https://www.stjohnsgerman.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQgmtNcXP2HcNmS4SH7aeCA/featured
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/
https://reconciliationsa.org.au
https://reconciliationsa.org.au
https://vimeo.com/422195155
https://www.adelaide.edu.au/kwp/

